effort to draw the Shakers together in New Lebanon into a formally organized group marked a drastic departure from the loosely connected association of Believers under Lee and Whittaker. Under Meacham, the society turned away from its earlier roots in ecstatic worship.16 By 1794, eleven villages in New York and New England, including New Lebanon, were established in gospel order.
In another innovative move, Meacham selected Lucy Wright as his female counterpart. Mother Lucy, as she came to be known, had joined the Shakers in about 1780 and had lived in Niskeyuna with Mother Ann. Like Meacham, she was well respected and regarded by the Shakers as a capable leader. Together they implemented the structure and rules necessary to organize the society. The desire for order became overwhelmingly important and pervaded the numerous decisions made by the Shaker leaders. In 1792, Meacham and Wright divided the New Lebanon community into three families-First, Second, and Third. They organized the families by age and by the different levels of commitment to Shakerism that the members professed. They also emphasized that families were not to interact. The most committed were not to be tainted by less fervent members. The First Family, or First Order, represented those who had made the greatest commitment to the Shaker faith. Members officially exhibited their commitment by signing the covenant, a practice that was established in December 1795. 17 The covenant served as a legal document in which the signer relinquished all private property to the community. It was devised to protect the Shaker church from lawsuits brought by apostates for back wages and property given to the society. The Second Order was made up of the elderly; to the Third Order belonged the youth, or novices. Each family had a set of elders and eldresses, trustees, and deacons and deaconesses. The elders served as the spiritual leaders of the family; the trustees handled the affairs of the world; and the deacons were the temporal leaders. Trustees and deacons lived separately from the main body of members so they could perform their duties without bringing into the community worldly influences that could corrupt the rest of the brothers and sisters. Whereas the Shakers did not always follow these strict divisions in practice, the existence of such policies attests to the leaders' desire to shield members from the world and exert influence over them. The Second Great Awakening lasted into the 1840s. It seems to have been a response to several transformations occurring in America after the Revolution. According to the historian of religion Edwin Scott Gaustad, the break between church and state in the United States, the French Revolution's attack on the churches and clergy, the "hostile rationalism" of men such as Thomas Paine who ridiculed biblical revelation, and the influx of immigrants into the country all provoked fears that society was becoming more chaotic. 24 The Second Great Awakening served as both a stand against liberalism and an effort to create an orderly American society. Freed from the constriction of state governance, religious groups were able to form voluntary associations to address a variety of social problems. The period of revivals also helped democratize religious culture, providing options and opportunities among religious ideas and groups. 25 Organizations devoted to temperance, abolition, and religious instruction, for example, were based on the belief that humans were inherently good and that miscreants could be reformed through religious education and an environment that shielded them from corrupting influences. The Quakers' involvement in establishing prisons and asylums was based on their desire for the humane treatment of inmates and on an optimism in the power of reform, as was the expansion of Shakerism in the same period. Figure 1) . At a few settlements, such as those in Watervliet and Canterbury, the Shakers arranged the main buildings on a short lane set perpendicular to the main road.35 Practical concerns governed their placement: first, the structures where most members lived, worked, and worshiped stood adjacent to one another; second, the community had excellent access to trading routes to boost sales of their products. The layout had its ideological basis in its display of order and increasing prosperity to travelers and traders passing along the thoroughfare, thereby showing the world that the Shaker way of life led to both salvation and profit. The Shakers chose their sites carefully to promote interaction and trade with outsiders. This interaction was particularly important during the Second Great Awakening, when the Shakers successfully sought and gained new converts, resulting in a large increase in the sect's population. All are required to rise in the morning at the signal given for that purpose; and when any rise before the usual time they must not be noisy. Whereas many of the eastern dwelling houses were built of wood or, in some cases, of brick, other buildings in New England and many in the West were constructed of stone; these conveyed a strong sense of permanence and authority akin to the intended character of many institutional structures of the same era. When the Enfield, New Hampshire, Shakers decided to build a massive granite dwelling house, they turned to a professional architect, Ammi B. Young, rather than attempt to do the work themselves, having no trained stonemasons among their mem- With the enlargement of old dwellings and the construction of new ones, the elders were able to design interior space in ways that would make it easier to maintain control over the brothers and sisters and to regulate their movement. Floor plans of the New Lebanon South Family's dwelling house show how hallways, doorways, and walls restricted circulation between various rooms. The core of the dwelling was built sometime before 1831. In that year, a major renovation enlarged the building. Thereafter, the family journals record no major building activity for the house, so we can assume its exterior and interior layout changed little while it was owned by the Shakers. The HABS drawings documenting the interior were made in 1942, shortly after the Shakers had vacated the South Family's cluster of buildings.
Shaker Town Planning
Meacham
Dwelling Houses
The basement contains the kitchen, dining room, and separate entrances (see Figure 14) . Although the plans do not specify entrances, stairways, and sitting rooms for the brothers and sisters, the women's entrance is most likely door 22, leading into the kitchen, where women rather than men worked. Hence, the sisters' stairway is on the left side The wave of dwelling house construction allowed the elders to better supervise inhabitants through the strict control of the number of persons per room. For example, the 1831-32 enlargement of the Great House (built in 1788; burned 1875) in New Lebanon provided sixteen retiring rooms for all the inhabitants.56 Elders, trustees, and deacons were paired with a fellow leader and assigned to specific rooms. When an individual ceased being a deacon or elder, he or she moved into a different room. In the rest of the retiring rooms, the number of inhabitants ranged between four and eight. The elders felt these numbers to be desirable because roommates could work in teams and keep an eye on one another. The elders carefully orchestrated the organization of retiring rooms and the placement of Shakers in each room. In the 1830s and 1840s especially, numerous "great moves" took place along with many other smaller moves that constantly shifted Shakers from room to room, house to house, and job to job. The intention was to prevent residents from forming deep personal relationships with each other and to keep natural family members apart as much as possible. In addition, the frequent changing of duties among brothers and sisters required individuals to live with those who had similar jobs so they could work more productively and efficiently. Although Kirkbride stated that the floors should be wood, he suggested having iron stairs to guard against fire. Bathrooms were to be nine by eleven feet and contain cast-iron tubs. The water closets contained a sink, urinals, and toilets, all cast-iron and well enameled. Such features were not common in the average home until the late 1800s. Kirkbride urged the incorporation of dumbwaiters to convey meals from the basement kitchen to the dining rooms. Other chores, such as washing, drying, and ironing, would be done in a building detached from the main structure so that patients would not be disturbed by the noise.
Kirkbride even specified the type and amount of furniture to be used in the main building so as to create an atmosphere similar to that of a private dwelling. Wellbehaved patients had a bedstead, a table and chair, a strip of carpet, and a small mirror in their rooms. However, none of the objects could have projections or sharp corners on which a patient might be injured. Kirkbride preferred iron over wood bedsteads, because they were heavier and thus harder to move around or damage. Excited patients were allowed no movable furniture. The table furniture The failure of these experiments in using architecture to reform is instructive. Within thirty years, some of the most optimistic and energetic groups such as the Shakers and the Quakers had given up the idea of improving society through the creation of ordered environments, whereas movements such as abolitionism and women's suffrage continued and eventually succeeded in achieving their goals.
THE ARCHITECTURE OF CONTROL
The confidence in using architecture as a tool of reform on a widespread social and institutional level has not been the same since the early 1800s, but it continues in projects such as urban renewal, suburban development, and neotraditionalism. 
Although few direct connections exist between the

